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To whom it may concern, 
 
My name is Abed Alshahal, I am one of the co-owners of A&R creative the group 
behind 8 restaurants and cafes within Columbus Ohio. We have received 
numerous local awards and national recognition over the past few years, I say 
this only because this is a direct result of our community driven initiatives, local 
sourcing, social programming and green infrastructure. These initiatives are the 
at the core of what have helped our country climb out of a recession and make 
people aware of the issues surrounding us, which has connected us on the local 
scale. Food, environment and community are the heart of what drive our 
communities and inspire people to make change. 
 
It is for this reason we are in Strong support of PAMA and consider them one of 
our most important strategic partners due to their grassroots community 
organizing and strong focus on strengthening Columbus's local food system.  
 
We have identified a form of food processing/ shelf life extension that will be 
synergistic with the food campus. A food campus within the south side (our 
backyard) could be the missing link to make Columbus a strong exporter of value 
added products. The campus could be the catalyst for established entrepreneurs 
to make a national presence and give aspiring entrepreneurs the tools and 
inspiration to start their own businesses and social enterprises. Columbus is 
known for its geographic placement for efficient distribution within the United 
States, a fresh food campus could be he domino that will make it a national 
exporter and will also help solve local fresh food access issues, stimulate the 
local economy and keep the food sovereignty movement moving forward. 
 
Thank you for your time  
 
Abed Alshahal.

<;'
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The  Co lumbus  C i t y  S choo l  D i s t r i c t  doe s  no t  d i s c r im in a t e  b a sed  s ex ,  r a ce ,  co lo r ,  n a t i ona l  o r i g i n ,  r e l i g i on ,  a ge ,  d i s ab i l i t y ,  s exua l  
o r i en t a t i on ,  g ender  i den t i t y / exp re s s ion ,  a n ce s t r y ,  f am i l i a r  s t a t u s  o r  m i l i t a r y  s t a t u s  w i t h  r e g a rd  to  adm i s s ion ,  a c ce s s ,  t r e a tmen t  o r  

emp loymen t .  Th i s  po l i c y  i s  a pp l i c ab l e  i n  a l l  d i s t r i c t  p rog r ams  and  a c t i v i t i e s .  

 
 

 
 

Mission: Each student is highly educated, prepared for leadership and service, and empowered for success as a citizen in a global community. 
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July 7, 2015 
 
 
 
Bob Leighty 
Parsons Avenue Merchants Association 
831 Parsons Ave.  
Columbus, Ohio 43206 
 
Dear Mr. Leighty: 
 
This letter is in support of the plan for a South Columbus Fresh Food Campus. By empowering people 
and neighborhoods to improve their health, the proposed project has the potential to improve the social 
determinants of health for residents living on the south side of Columbus. Through increased access to 
healthy food and job training opportunities, the South Columbus Fresh Food Campus provides a unique 
opportunity for Columbus Public Health to collaborate with residents, community stakeholders and 
policy!makers to address local gaps in public health, specifically addressing the issues of overweight 
and obesity and infant mortality.  
 
Columbus Public Health is pleased to support the Parsons Avenue Merchants Association in this effort 
to make the healthy choice the easy choice for residents living in the neighborhoods surrounding the 
Southern Gateway area.  
 
Yours in good health,  
 
 
 
Teresa C. Long, MD, MPH 
Health Commissioner 
 
TCL/tma 
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GREG J. DAVIES            
Director     

 
 

June 12, 2015 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Department of Public Utilities is currently piloting a new approach to eliminating sewer overflows, known 
as Blueprint Columbus.  The key to Blueprint is managing stormwater to prevent it from entering sanitary 
sewers.  Blueprint Columbus will involve creating significant amounts of green infrastructure, such as 
bioswales and rain gardens. 

The proposed South Columbus Fresh Food Campus is in an area where we will eventually be applying 
Blueprint. As part of the efforts to plan for and develop this innovative food campus, we are in discussions with 
PAMA to explore building green infrastructure for the campus, and in particular the Edible Forest project. 
While we cannot commit to anything specific at this time, we definitely see a potential opportunity with this 
site. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Susan E. Ashbrook 
Assistant Director/Sustainability 
Department of Public Utilities 
City of Columbus 
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June 12, 2015 

To Whom It May Concern, 
 
We are writing this letter to express the support of Franklin Park Conservatory 
and Botanical Gardens for the creation of the South Columbus Fresh Food 
Campus.  It has been our pleasure exploring the many ways our organization can 
collaborate with Parsons Avenue Merchants Association (PAMA) and help 
enhance our community. 

Like PAMA , the Conservatory’s mission is devoted to elevating the quality of life 
for our surrounding communities.  We do this by providing educational, cultural, 
and social experiences associated with horticulture, food, art and the 
environment.  Through our outreach programs, the Conservatory is helping to 
create new edible gardens, city beautification projects and home gardens 
throughout the community.  We offer food education programs that focus on 
healthy eating and using fresh produce.  Furthermore, our Green Corps Jobs 
Program provides essential skills and training for young adults interested in 
obtaining a job in the green industry.   
 
This work aligns well with the South Columbus Fresh Food Campus.  We 
anticipate participating in the development of the edible forest and providing 
educational programming alongside the many community partners committed to 
seeing this project become a reality. 
 
We look forward to a continued relationship with PAMA, and applaud its 
determination in providing business and economic development and educational 
services to the South Side community. 
 

Sincerely,  

Jenny Pope 
Jenny Pope| Director of Community Outreach and Education 
Franklin Park Conservatory & Botanical Gardens 
1777 East Broad Street | Columbus, Ohio 43203 
614.715.8026 direct line | 614.715.8199 fax 
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June 22, 2015

To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing this letter to express the support of Franklinton Gardens for the creation of the 
South Columbus Fresh Food Campus. As a 2 acre urban farm in the Franklinton neighborhood, 
a neighborhood that largely resembles South Columbus, we are thrilled that the Parsons 
Avenue Merchants Association (PAMA) is engaging in this intentional process to help hyper-
localize our food system in a way that will enhance our community by proving economic 
opportunity around neighborhood-based food system development.

Over the past 7 years, Franklinton Gardens has grown from an entirely volunteer-driven grass 
roots community garden, into a 8-site urban farm that spans 2 acres and that maintains two full 
time staff people. We host a variety of programs such as a neighborhood produce stand, an 11-
member Americorps VISTA program that focuses on food-health-wellness in the Franklinton 

is documenting that small scale urban farming is an economically viable land use activity in 
Columbus. The South Columbus Fresh Food Campus would be a great complement to local 
food production in that it will facilitate the creation of value added products from local produce, 

the Franklinton Board of Trade, Franklinton Gardens has begun working with PAMA to 
determine how Franklinton and South Columbus can work together to boost economic 
development in both neighborhoods

We look forward to a continued relationship with PAMA, and are thrilled with it’s dedication in 
providing holistic development services to the South Side community.

Sincerely,

Executive Director, Franklinton Gardens
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Reeb-Hosack / Steelton Village Committee 
258 Hosack Street  -  Columbus, OH  43207  

A Community Advocacy Committee 

Linda Henry - Li ie Banner Co-Chairs 

June 19, 2015

To Whom It May Concern:

The Reeb-Hosack/Steelton Village Committee, a civic organization on the south side of Columbus, 
sends this correspondence to express our support of the creation of the South Columbus Fresh Food 
Campus.

Following a presentation of the proposed project at our June meeting, our membership looks forward to 
the implementation of the project with the possibility that it will be located within our civic boundaries.  
We applaud the Parsons Avenue Merchants Association for its efforts to bring such a forward thinking 
project to Columbus.

a new dimension to both educational and employment opportunities and will certainly enhance efforts to 
make the south side of Columbus a vibrant and green community.  

Sincerely, 

Lillie Banner - Co-Chair
Linda Henry - Co-Chair

Clarence E. Mingo II, Franklin County Auditor 

c: RH/SV File
    PRIDE Center
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Ohio SBDC at Columbus State 550 E. Spring Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215 614-287-5294 

www.SBDCColumbus.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
June 22, 2015 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I am writing this letter to express the support of The South Columbus Fresh Food Campus. The Ohio 
Small Business Development Centers encourage entrepreneurship and will support all small businesses 
including those located in the Parsons Avenue Corridor. The Ohio SBDC offers a wide array of business 
services and classes to assist clients who desire to participate with the South Columbus Fresh Food 
Campus. Some of the services include: 

 BizStartNow- A three-week course for pre-venture, start-up and existing small business owners 
that will allow the business to address various critical areas of a business such as legal, 
marketing, funding and a general overview of business taxes . Through a blend of instruction, 
coaching and group activities you will begin to develop the structure for the business. 

 Marketing- A four-week course designed to cover all aspects of marketing the small business and 
completing and implementing a sound marketing plan. Entrepreneurs will learn how to identify and 
determine their target market, build a branded message and image that works, develop marketing 
strategies that sell and prepare marketing presentations  

 Social Media- A three-hour course designed to provide business owners with a foundation of 
social media knowledge to help them build better online marketing strategy and tactics to 
promote, create awareness and grow the business.  

 Sales- A three-week course designed to lead entrepreneurs through the development of a 
simplified business strategy that will help them build long-term relationships and generate 
increased revenue by learning innovative ways to refocus and sharpen their sales approaches.  

 MBE, FBE, DBE Certification Workshop- A three hour course designed to walk entrepreneurs 
through the application process to obtain the local, state and government Minority Business 
Enterprise (MBE), Female Business Enterprise (FBE) Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBE) 
certifications needed to qualify.  

 From Kitchen to Market- We bring together local governing agencies, distributors, grocers and 
resources to provide the process and rules of compliance that need to be achieved to get the 
product onto the store shelves. Representatives from Columbus Public Health, Department of 
Agriculture, local distributors, ACEnet, Grocery stores and farm markets are scheduled to attend. 

 Quickbooks for Beginners- We will discuss how to use QuickBooks, the top small business 
financial/accounting software. These classes are designed for Business owners planning to use 
QuickBooks or have just started using it. We will briefly discuss some very basic accounting 
principles and the pros and cons of manual vs. computerized accounting. 

 
Together with the South Columbus Fresh Food Campus, the Ohio SBDC shares a common commitment. 
Our commitment is to improve access to small business resources designed to help improve the success 
rate of all entrepreneurs, thereby strengthening our local economy and creating jobs within our 
community. To that end we fully support the South Columbus Fresh Food Campus. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Ariana Ulloa-Olavarrieta 
District Director 


